S ocieTy FOR
PrevEnTION

ReEsearRcH

For the advancement of prevention science wotléwide

Special Issue Call for Papers

Advancing Innovative and Underutilized Qualitative Methods in
Prevention Science

Co-Editors:
Katrina Debnam (University of Virginia), Larissa Gaias (University of Washington), Joanna
Kim (Arizona State University), & Charles H. Lea III (Columbia University)

October 1, 2025—The journal Prevention Science (ISSN: 1389-4986) is soliciting letters of
intent to prepare a manuscript for consideration in a forthcoming special issue:
“Advancing Innovative and Underutilized Qualitative Methods in Prevention
Science.” Qualitative methods can be applied throughout various phases of prevention,
such as developing conceptual models, understanding risk and protective factors,
developing and evaluating interventions or policies, and planning for the sustainability of
an initiative (Kim & MacKinnon, 2025; Lich et al., 2013). As more attention is placed on
promoting health equity and justice in prevention science, researchers have acknowledged
the importance of employing qualitative methodologies to explore aspects of participants’
lived experiences that cannot be fully captured with quantitative methods (see Boyd et al.,
2023). Despite availability of a wide range of qualitative approaches, only a few are
commonly used for both data collection (e.g., open-ended survey questions, interviews,
focus groups) and analysis (e.g., content analysis, thematic analysis) phases (Bowleg,
2017). Many rigorous qualitative methodologies remain underutilized within prevention
science research. These approaches have the potential to advance the field by expanding
our ways of knowing beyond postpositivist epistemologies and worldviews, through
reflexivity and by centering the lived experiences of those involved in prevention programs
and research. Qualitative methodologies are also crucial for interrogating the social and
structural contexts in which prevention initiatives occur and for understanding the
processes through which prevention can contribute to health and well-being more deeply.
Furthermore, qualitative methodologies are particularly well-suited for both the early and
later phases of the translational research pipeline, which are crucial for enhancing the
public health impact of prevention science efforts. Highlighting these methodologies can
also showcase the rich expertise of qualitative researchers, which is often underrecognized.

For this special issue of Prevention Science, we invite submissions of articles that showcase
qualitative methods not typically used in prevention science (e.g., Eisman et al., 2025; Kim
& MacKinnon, 2025; Walker et al., 2025). These methods may involve innovative and/or
underutilized research designs (e.g., critical, participatory, or art-based methods involving
impacted community members), data collection techniques (e.g., walking, go-along or
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mapping interviews; artifact/object elicitation; story completion tasks; shadowing, digital
ethnography), and/or data analysis and interpretation methods (e.g., situational analysis,
qualitative mediation analysis; longitudinal qualitative analysis; polyphonic analysis;
framework analysis; comparative historical analysis; qualitative comparative analysis).
Each submission should include (a) a description of the methodology, (b) its application to
an empirical study or research project, and (c) a discussion of how it can advance
prevention science. Although results from ongoing projects are preferred, results are not
required if the research is still in progress. Details on the research process, including
instructions or guidance for other prevention scientists to adopt the methodology, are
encouraged. Discussions of challenges, successes, and considerations for engagement in the
methodology are also recommended. This special issue was inspired in part by a
symposium at the Society for Prevention Research 2025 Annual Meeting, “Beyond Content
Coding: Innovative Qualitative Methods in Prevention Science to Advance Health Justice”
(Gaias et al,, 2025).

Authors interested in submitting a manuscript for this special issue should send a letter of
intent by December 15, 2025. The letter must include: (1) a tentative title; (2) a 500-word
description of the planned paper; (3) a brief explanation of how the proposed submission
contributes to the aim of the special issue; and (4) author names and affiliations, and
contact information for the corresponding author. Please indicate if any of the authors are
students, trainees, or early career scholars (within 10 years of their terminal degree). The
guest editors will review letters to assess suitability and aim to select a diverse range of
papers that enhance understanding of innovative qualitative methods in Prevention
Science. Submit the letter as a PDF to https://tinyurl.com/PSQualSI by December 15, 2025.
All submissions will be reviewed by February 1, 2026, and selected authors will be invited
to submit full manuscripts through the Prevention Science online portal by June 30, 2026.
Manuscripts will undergo full peer review following standard Prevention Science review
guidelines.

Questions concerning letters of intent can be directed to Larissa Gaias (lgaias@uw.edu).
For additional information on the journal and author guidelines, see
http://link.springer.com/journal/11121.
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